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Common Core creates controversy
By Joe hiatt

LHS is having yet another im-
pressive year academically with 
the announcement of six National 
Merit Scholar semi-finalists in the 
class of 2014.  This year’s qualifi-
ers are Hannah Asfeldt, Sean Cal-
houn, Pranam Dey, Shelley Feng, 
Colten Fisher and Jeremy Mettler. 
These seniors scored in the top 
16,000 out of over one million 
high school students across the 
nation, and will now continue the 
process of becoming a finalist. 

Each fall, students at LHS 
take the PSAT, which serves as a 
practice round for the SAT. The 
PSAT also determines the Na-
tional Merit Scholar semi-finalists 
at each school. They are tested on 

National Merit Scholar semi-finalists announced
By Maggi iBis a combination of math, writing 

and critical skills to determine the 
highest-ranked students in the na-
tion. David Meyers, a counselor 
at LHS, outlined the benefits and 
criteria for taking the PSAT.

“It is good practice for the SAT 
and even the ACT, but it is also 
a competition for scholarships. To 
get to this point, you must be a 
great student,” said Meyers. 

The six students who have qual-
ified as semi-finalists this year will 
move ahead in the competition 
by filling out an application that 
includes an essay, counselor rec-
ommendations and SAT scores to 
be considered for the finalist title. 
The National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation gives out over $35 
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This year’s  National Merit Scholar Semi-Finalists proudly represent 
LHS. The finalists include Hannah Asfeldt, Sean Calhoun, Pranam 
Dey, Shelley Feng, Colten Fisher and Jeremy Mettler.
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Teachers, parents and school board members fill up IPC to discuss the positve and negetive effects of 
Common Core.

A controversial set of academ-
ic standards known as Common 
Core have recently become a hot 
topic for debate in the Sioux Falls 
School District, as well as in many 
other school systems around the 
country.

On Oct. 15, parents, teachers, 
members of the Sioux Falls school 
board and S.D.’s Secretary of Edu-
cation met to discuss the Com-
mon Core standards which are in 
place statewide. The meeting was 
tense at times with many parents 
expressing mixed opinions on the 
standards.

Dr. Melody Schopp, the state’s 
Education Secretary, opened the 
meeting with the history and over-
view of the Common Core; then 
Superintendent Pam Homan and 
several Sioux Falls teachers an-
swered concerned parents’ ques-
tions.

The Common Core is a new 
method of learning to better pre-
pare kids for life after graduation, 
not just in college, but throughout 
their careers. Common Core was 
adopted in 2010 after states band-

ed together to set up the standards. 
It is a voluntary process, meaning 
states do not have to accept the 
standards; in fact, five states cur-
rently have not adopted the Com-
mon Core. 

“Common Core standards pro-
mote problem-solving and higher 
order thinking skills. They ask stu-
dents to evaluate, explain, debate 

and demonstrate their knowledge. 
In today’s workforce, employers 
need workers who can think criti-
cally, apply knowledge to the real 
world, solve problems and com-
municate effectively. The new 
standards promote exactly these 
types of skills,” said Schopp. 

Another important component 
to Common Core is its consis-

tency across the nation. Occasion-
ally students move from district 
to district or state to state. While 
each state has the right to create 
the standards that best fit its stu-
dent’s needs, the Common Core 
provides a base where each state 
can begin. Standards are research-
based, developed by educators 
around the country and supported 

by the business and higher educa-
tion communities. 

Some of the main concerns 
voiced by parents at the meeting 
were related to the overall rigorous 
nature of the standards. Some par-
ents were concerned the standards 
are federally mandated and were 
adopted with little or no parental 
input. Schopp believes in the long 
run students will benefit from the 
new standards.  

“The Common Core Standards 
were developed to align with ex-
pectations for college and career 
readiness in the 21st century. They 
were informed by the best models 
in the country and benchmarked 
to top-performing nations, which 
means our students will be better 
prepared to compete for jobs with 
students from around the world,” 
said Schopp. “The standards have 
been endorsed by businesses and 
industries across the U.S., includ-
ing the United States Chamber 
of Commerce organization. The 
standards will help our students in 
S.D. to be on track with other stu-
dents and to be prepared for col-
lege, career and life.”

million in scholarships each year 
to the 8,000 finalists who make it 
to the final round.

Recognition as a National 
Merit Scholar semi-finalist is one 
of the highest honors high school 
students can receive during their 
educational careers and in addi-
tion to the scholarships they can 
receive as finalists, students also 
gain more attention as stand-out 
scholars during the college appli-
cation process. This year, LHS has 
the most semi-finalists in the state 
of South Dakota.

“They have put a lot of work 
into their course selection and 
schoolwork, and I applaud them 
for going above and beyond expec-
tations,” said Meyers.
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Grocery baggers, fast-food work-
ers and stock boys/girls are a few of 
the most typical jobs teenagers have 
during high school. But there are 
some teenagers who go the untradi-
tional route, who have jobs that are 
not considered “normal.” As a result, 
they gain different insights and work 
experiences that could prove benefi-
cial in the future. 

LHS junior Paco Besestre is gain-
ing new insights on work ethic as he 
cleans up at the Welcome Mat Laun-
dromats on 10th, 12th and 57th 
streets in Sioux Falls. 

“I usually either go early in the 
morning or late at night. I mop the 
floors, sweep the floors, check the 
soap-dispensers and make sure every-

By Makayla DisBurg

LHS students take on the workforce: Mettler and Besestre
By alexa ankruM thing is in stock,” said Besestre. 

Besestre’s mother, Sandra Ralda, 
used to work at the Welcome Mat 
Laundromats when Besestre was in 
6th grade, and he would often help 
her at work. When Ralda changed 
occupations, she convinced the man-
ager to give Besestre her former job. 
Besestre’s “odd job” at the laundro-
mats has taught Besestre good work 
habits. 

“I have never really had a problem 
with staying organized, but [my job] 
has given me a new standard of or-
derliness. It helps me keep my priori-
ties straight,” said Besestre.

Besestre is not the only LHS 
student with an unusual job. LHS 
junior Sarah Mettler works at her 
father’s construction company, Met-

tler’s Construction. Mettler primar-
ily works with finishing the interior 
of the house, which requires nailing 
the trim on baseboards, doors and 
windows. 

“[The construction workers] put 
holes in the trim of a house, and in 
order to make it look better, we have 
to put molding in all the holes. There 
are about 100 holes in each room in 
any given house,” said Mettler. 

Although Mettler only works for 
the construction company in the 
summer, the job has its challenges. 

“It takes a lot of time and hard 
work.  I have to crouch down for 
hours, so my back usually hurts by 
the end of the day.  It can be pretty 
boring too. I pretty much do the 
same movements for hours and 
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hours,” said Mettler.
However, Mettler sees how having 

a “weird job” has benefitted her. 
“My job has taught me a lot about 

houses and how they are constructed. 
I am sure that when I grow up and 
get a house, I will use what I have 
learned,” said Mettler.

McLoone’s photography: More than just a picture
Transitioning from a waterproof 

Barbie camera, to various point-and-
shoot digital cameras, to a Canon 
Rebel EOS T31, LHS senior Cassia 
McLoone has made her way into the 
photography industry. McLoone’s 
success has led her to multiple se-
nior picture opportunities, but she 
aims to make them more unique 
than the typical pictures.  

“I strongly dislike the classic 
downtown pictures,” said McLoone.  
“I don’t like to see them. I’ll go 
where [clients] suggest if they have 

a strong idea, otherwise I take them 
to a place that captures their person-
ality. They have to be personal, and 
all of the pictures I have done are 
different.”

Along with senior pictures, 
McLoone has also done family and 
wedding photography, but her fa-
vorite kind of photography is por-
traits. 

 “I take a lot of portraits because 
I want to send a message,” said 
McLoone. “I want deep intense 
emotion. I want to make people 
uncomfortable, and really get them 

thinking. There isn’t anything sharp-
er to the emotion and relatable to an 
audience than humans.”

McLoone grew to love the art of 
photography at a young age through 
her family. Her mother is an artist, 
and her grandfather had a dark room 
in his basement where she would sit 
and watch him develop photos. 

“Honestly, I have so many emo-
tions, thoughts, stories and strug-
gles. Some people have sports and 
music, but photography is my out-
let,” said McLoone. “My inspira-
tion comes from my feelings and 

Junior Sarah Mettler works at a construction company during the 
summer. Mettler loves the experience of her unique job.
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struggles. I can relate my struggles 
to something, create an image in my 
head, and it explodes from there.”

Though exposed to photography 
early in life, McLoone first became 
serious about her passion when she 
was a sophomore. 

“I used to take pictures of my 
guy friends skateboarding,” said 
McLoone. “Doing that every day 
helped me figure out angles and to 
think differently. I was lucky enough 
to get a camera, and I really started 
to take it seriously.”

Her favorite subjects to photo-

graph are the people she surrounds 
herself with.

“My photos are personal and im-
portant. Having people important 
to me in my photos, makes them 
more meaningful, and they’re amaz-
ing to look back on.” 

McLoone has taken both pho-
tography classes offered at LHS and 
continues to improve her skills. She 
is a big fan of the Minneapolis Col-
lege of Art and Design (MCAD) and 
is thinking of making photography 
a profession when she is older.
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The District brings excitement to Sioux Falls area

By JeB Cooper

By Bella Thome

The District is a multi-theme restaurant, 
lounge and event hall. The district opened on 
Nov. 8, and is located on 49th and Louise Av-
enue on the Empire Mall campus. The property 
is 37,000 square feet, which can seat up to 450 
guests in the restaurant/lounge, and up to 1,500 
people in the event hall. The kitchen is state-of-
the–art and boasts top-dollar equipment.

“We custom ordered an authentic wood-fire 
grill, and our chefs had to fly to Seattle to be 
properly trained by the manufacturer. This will 
give our food an authentic hickory-charcoal-
flavor. The menu is made from scratch, offering 
dishes such as steaks, gluten-free pastas, seafood 
and many seasonal and signature options,” said 
Jered Johnson, CMO and co-founder of The 
District. “If diners are looking for smaller por-
tions, we also have a variety of appetizers as 
well.” 

The District also has 75 different types of 
wine, 48 beers on tap, as well as full liquor, in-
cluding several signature and classic cocktails. 
What the owners of The District have created 
is a place not just targeting one particular age 
group, but targeting everyone from high school 
students, to families, to the highly social young 

adult crowd.
“Before we started construction on The Dis-

trict, we had to do research on successful venues 
in other cities. We visited places like The House 
of Blues and Hard Rock Cafe, which have a 
similar concept. We traveled to bigger cities such 
as Minneapolis, Los Angeles and Las Vegas. We 
then put our own localized spin on everything 
we saw and liked in other venues,” said John-
son.

Along with having a full restaurant and 
lounge, The District’s event hall consists of two 
levels. The top level is a balcony, which overlooks 
the first floor. It has three V.I.P. suites, which are 
available to purchase show-by-show. Additional-
ly, the suites offer a full bar setup, personal serv-
ers and personal restrooms. The bottom floor 
has a stage on the north wall and can be used for 
a variety of events, such as weddings, business 
meetings, theatre and concerts. The District is 
expected to bring a new way for all ages to be 
entertained and to relax in Sioux Falls.

“Overall, this project has been fairly smooth,” 
said Johnson. “Lloyd Companies and all the sub-
contractors have been excellent to work with, 
and everything is on schedule.”

Alternative folk band on the rise
Most LHS students have not heard of The 

Avett Brothers, a popular alternative folk 
band, and they are missing out. Their new 
album, “Magpie and the Dandelion,” was re-
leased on Oct. 15 of this year and hit number 
five on the U.S. Billboard 200 after only a 
week.

The band originated in North Carolina, 
and of the six members that are a part of 
the band, two are brothers, hence the name,  
The Avett Brothers. The Avett Brothers have 
not been in the spotlight for very long, after 
starting the band in 2000. The Avett Broth-
ers have been featured on “Late Night with 
Jimmy Fallon” more than once, along with 
many other late-night talk shows.

The Avett Brothers are considered to be 
a folk band, yet they have many sounds. In 
their new album, the main theme is centered 
around the idea of not having boundaries 
or rules in life. With songs like “Another is 
Waiting” and “Never Been Alive,” the theme 
is clear. The Avett Brothers do not lack some 

pop influences and southern twang in their 
songs. “Another is Waiting” is a perfect ex-
ample of some of the pop aspects that were 
brought to this album and “Morning Song” 
is an example of the southern twang. With 
so many different aspects in the music, The 
Avett Brothers will appeal to almost anyone. 
With a rising number of fans, it is not a sur-
prise that more and more people are finding 
out about them. 

This album, as good as it may be, is a 
step down from their previous album, “The 
Carpenter.”  “Magpie and the Dandelion” has 
changed in some aspects, not only with song 
lyrics but also with song content. In past al-
bums, their songs mostly revolved around 
love and the thoughts of being in a relation-
ship, whereas the new album is more about 
being independent. This new and upcoming 
band has not reached the top easily. The Avett 
Brothers have been on various tours and per-
formances with top bands like Mumford and 
Sons, and Bob Dylan. Fame and fortune is in 
The Avett Brothers’ future.
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The District recently opened to the public with a free concert featuring Uncle Krack-
er. The new venue offers entertainment options for the growing metro area and Sioux 
Falls visitors.

Scott Avett of the Avett Brothers performs in Greensboro, N.C. on a stop on their 
tour across the United States. The closest stop on their tour to Sioux Falls is in Green 
Bay, Wis. on Nov. 21.
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FooTbAll
Prized possession: My level 100 
Charizard
Hidden talent: I can recite pi to two 
decimal places.
Quote you live by: “Weedle use 
string shot.”

Trevor Naasz, 12
Prized possession: levi Foss’ Home-
coming crown... that he never got
Hidden talent: I’m really good at 
singing Taylor Swift songs... you can’t 
tell the difference between us.
Quote you live by: “To be the best, 
you have to be your best.”-Coach 
beavers

Taylor Salava, 12
Prized possession: The visor Ethan 
Decosse gave me
Hidden talent: Caleb and I have 
perfected the “ooh kill em’” dance.
Quote you live by: “believe you can 
and you’re halfway there.”

Quincy Score, 12

Prized possession: My Xbox 360
Hidden talent: Speed-eating
Quote you live by: “When I get sad, 
I stop being sad and be awesome 
instead.” -barney Stinson

Mike Van Veldhuizen, 12
Prized possession: Hannah Stock’s 
love note
Hidden talent: Making ‘Grind on 
Me’ vines
Quote you live by: “Some people 
think football is a matter of life and 
death. I assure you, it’s much more 
serious than that.” -Coach beavers

Matt Wagner, 12
Prized possession: Qb1 and Rb1
Hidden talent: Pouring syrup
Quote you live by: “Yeah your 
mom!” -Matt Wagner

Levi Rozeboom, 12

Prized possession: Torrey’s heart
Hidden talent: I can sing
Quote you live by: “My back hurts 
from carrying the team all season.” 
-Matt Wagner

Caden Quintanilla, 12
Prized possession: The crown that 
Jimmy Keating allowed me to get
Hidden talent: I’m better at basket-
ball than Caleb Rector
Quote you live by: “Ride or Die”

Levi Foss, 12
Prized possession: The box of KFC 
I have under my bed for when I get 
hungry
Hidden talent: How fast I can eat a 
bucket of fried chicken
Quote you live by: “When in doubt, 
go North.”

Keshaun Britt, 12

Prized possession: North
Hidden talent: I can recite any Ace 
Hood lyric.
Quote you live by: “Straight cash 
homie.”

Dylan Bartow, 12
Prized possession: My family be-
cause I couldn’t be where I’m at today 
without them
Hidden talent: I am a better Poke-
mon master than Trevor Naasz.
Quote you live by: “North”

Connor Burchill, 12
Prized possession: My picture with 
King Foss
Hidden talent: I can fit two giant 
marshmallows in my mouth without 
gagging... @MaggieSquyer.
Quote you live by: “If two wrongs 
don’t make a right, try three.”

Caleb Rector, 12

Prized possession: Dylan Mertes’ 
mouth guard
Hidden talent: Amazing one-handed 
catches on the sideline
Quote you live by: “Heck no it don’t 
get cold in the Jungle.”

Taylor Ochsner, 12
Prized possession: Sophia
Hidden talent: I’ve been told I can 
sing.
Quote you live by: “Hard work 
beats talent when talent doesn’t work 
hard.”

Reid West, 12
Prized possession: My car
Hidden talent: Definetly dancing; 
I single handedly took the dance-off 
crown at the USD camp.
Quote you live by: “We don’t wanna 
be good, we don’t wanna be great, we 
wanna be the best!”-Coach beavers

Alex Andersen, 12
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DANCE

CHEER

VollEYbAll

Prized possession: Maddie Schultz
Hidden talent: Twerking of course
Quote you live by: “Trying is the 
first step towards failure.”

Abbie Jarratt, 11
Prized possession: My Sperry’s
Hidden talent: Not sweating
Quote you live by: “The future is 
no place to place your better days.” 
-Dave Matthews

Steph Buss, 12
Prized possession: My foster kitten, 
Pit bull
Hidden talent: beyonce
Quote you live by: “H8rs are my 
motiv8rs.”- Taylor Salava

Maddie Schultz, 12

Prized possession: My crown-given 
by my mom since day one
Hidden talent: Twerking, obviously
Quote you live by: “Don’t hate me 
‘cause I’m beautiful.” -Keri Hilson

Lauren Hoyne, 12
Prized possession: Matt Wagner
Hidden talent: Making up dances 
with lily breukelman
Quote you live by: “Who says you’re 
not perfect? Who says you’re not 
worth it?” -Selena Gomez

Hannah Stock, 12

Prized possession: leonardo Di-
Caprio
Hidden talent: I can put my legs 
behind my head.
Quote you live by: “Dance like 
leonardo DiCaprio is watching.”

Christina Schmidt, 12
Prized possession: My phone char-
ger
Hidden talent: Rollerblading
Quote you live by: “Everybody in 
the club gettin’ crispy.”

Sarina Jensen, 12
Prized possession: My Chrome 
book
Hidden talent: I can play the flute 
while unicycling.
Quote you live by: “Don’t drop that 
thun thun thun.”

Keylee Rentschler, 12

Prized possession: My 18 pound cat
Hidden talent: I can shoot a gun.
Quote you live by: “WAYHo.”

Kennedy Dose, 12
Prized possession: My dog
Hidden talent: I’m a matchmaker 
for Ms. Pabst.
Quote you live by: “ooo kill ‘em.”

Alyson O’Connor, 12
Prized possession: My blazin’ hot 
Cadi
Hidden talent: I can pinch with my 
toes and leave serious marks.
Quote you live by: “A little party 
never killed nobody, so we gon’ dance 
until until we drop?”

Shelby Meier, 12

Prized possession: My Drake poster
Hidden talent: Stalking Drake on 
Instagram/Facebook/drizzydrake.org
Quote you live by: Anything Drake 
has ever said

Zoe Simon, 12
Prized possession: My coffee maker
Hidden talent: I can put mascara on 
with my mouth shut.
Quote you live by: “Don’t hate me 
‘cause you ain’t me.”

Kelsey Sauers, 12
Prized possession: Charlie and Reid 
Connor West
Hidden talent: I am the #1 Schwan’s 
truck driver in SuFu.
Quote you live by: “boom same 
time.” -Mr. Wells

Sophia Schwan, 12

Prized possession: My Nike Air Max 
2013’s and my inhaler
Hidden talent: I can go farther than 
Izzy in the pacer.
Quote you live by: “Got heeem.”

Kristin Nassen, 12




